
 

 

 

Greenslade Primary School 

21st May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The government announced on the 10th May the phased return of some children to 

school from the week commencing on Monday the 1st June. Greenslade has been open 

for vulnerable children and children of critical workers and have maintained an 

education offer for those children at home throughout the lockdown period.  

 

It is important that schools will be safe before a wider group of pupils return to school. In a 

joint statement Trade Unions representing the education sector, have set out to the 

Education Secretary the principles and tests required for this safe opening. 

The principles and tests include: 

 Safety and welfare of pupils and staff is paramount 

 No increase of pupil numbers until the full rollout of a national test and trace 

scheme 

 A national Covid – 19 education taskforce with government, unions and education 

stakeholders to agree statutory guidance for safe reopening of schools 

 Consideration of the specific needs of vulnerable students and families facing 

economic disadvantage 

 Additional resources for enhanced school cleaning, PPE and risk assessments 

 Local autonomy to close schools where testing indicates clusters of new Covid – 19 

cases 

 

These tests include some factors that are National considerations. However I concur 

with the tenets of these principles and tests and will endeavour to ensure local 

arrangements meet these checks. The fact that the safety and welfare of pupils and 

staff is paramount is an important value and moral purpose underpinning all work at 

our school and is particularly pertinent in the planning for the safe wider reopening of 

Greenslade schools. 
 

During the lockdown period: 

 Our Health and Safety Policy and procedures have been carefully followed and 

enhanced to reflect guidance and advice and to ensure our community remains 

as safe as possible.  

 

 Our Safeguarding Policy and procedures have been updated and enhanced to 

reflect the guidance and advice and to ensure our most vulnerable children are 

kept as safe as they can be.  

 

 An enhanced programme of cleaning has taken place across the whole school 

and daily programme of enhanced cleaning has been undertaken for the areas of 

the school that have been used by the staff and children attending school.  

 

 



 

 

 All staff who are able to come into school will attend a socially distanced and 

staggered inset day on June 1st to share expectations and give clarity for the new 

procedures that will be in place if we do open for a wider group of children after 

half term. 

 

 

We will review and monitor all of the procedures we have in place on a constant basis 

and make decisions based on the outcomes of these reviews. 

  

In spite of the Government expectation that children in four target year groups will return 

on the 1st of June, I do not believe this is safe or appropriate and have worked out the 

following, phased reopening of our school.  

 

Week 

beginning   

“Vulnerable” 

children and 

those of Key 

Workers 

Nursery   Reception Year 1  Year 6  

1 June Attend school    Attend school  

8 June Attend school   Attend school  Attend school  

15 June Attend school  Attend school  Attend school  Attend school 

22 June Attend school Attend school  Attend school  Attend school Attend school 

 The Nursery will remain in its morning and afternoon sessions but will 

rotate and have one week in school and one week at home to allow 

for resources to be cleaned. 

School to review arrangements to determine next phase. 

Arrangements communicated with parents at earliest possible 

opportunity  

29 June Attend school Arrangements either continued as above or modified to reduce or 

increase pupil numbers depending on a review of the risk assessment. 

 

Arrangements communicated with parents at earliest possible 

opportunity 

6 July Attend school 
13 July Attend school 
20 July school 

term ends 22 July  

 

 

The current plan is to use two different classrooms for each returning class of a maximum 

of 15 children in each group. Each year group “bubble” will be taught on a different floor 

of the building apart from the Nursery who will have their own area of the site. Staff will be 

allocated to a class creating a “bubble” of up to 15 children and two/three members of 

staff who are isolated from other bubbles due to using separate resources and areas of 

the school. Start times and collection times at the end of the day will be staggered as will 

playtimes and lunchtimes.  

 

Staircases and corridors (as much as possible) will be one way. 

 

Rooms, furniture and resources to be prepared, as far as possible, in line with expectations 

from the guidance. 

 

The length and timings of the school day will be adapted and shortened to enable safe 

entry and exit and careful cleaning of resources.  

 

Children of Key Workers and those deemed to be vulnerable will continue to attend in 

“bubbles” if required depending the numbers requesting a place.  

Two teams or bubbles from Year 6 to use the Year 6 classroom and the Year 4 classroom.  



 

 

Two teams or bubbles from Year 1 to use the Year 1 classroom and the Year 2 classroom. 

Two teams from Reception to use the Reception class and the hall. Half of the EYFS garden and a 

section of the playground will be cordoned off to allow some element of outdoor play and free 

flow.  

 

Nursery to use the nursery building and half of the EYFS garden.  Children will continue to 

attend either in the morning or afternoon session and will rotate one week in school and one 

week at home. 

 

No resources will be used at lunchtime to reduce need to clean equipment. 
 

Ongoing, enhanced, cleaning and hygiene regimes. PPE and resources have been 

purchased to allow this take place. PPE to be available in classes if required for First Aid or 

intimate care – changing nappies. 

 

Children from different bubbles will need to share the same bathroom. These facilities will 

be cleaned as regularly as possible. 

 

Even with children in bubbles, there will be times when it will be less easy to enforce social 

distancing, eg at playtimes.  

 

Social distancing for all of our children and particularly our younger children will be very 

difficult to enforce or guarantee at any time. We will work toward children “social 

distancing” at playtimes but we will be less able to ensure this in the playground 

compared to the more formal classroom setting.  

 

Procedures will be in place for any member of staff or child who display symptoms related 

to Covid 19. A designated medical room will be set up with appropriate ventilation. 
 

Playtimes to be split between two different age groups to reduce the extent to which the 

children mix. Green fencing and markings down the playground will be in place to 

distance and segregate children playing outside.  
 

Parents will not be allowed on site and only one parent will be allowed to bring children to 

school. Marking for social distancing will be painted on the playground floor to support 

staff to regulate as children come into school.  

 

We will utilise all of our gates to support social distancing at these times. Members of the 

SLT will be in place at these times.   

 

Members of the SLT will be outside to supervise at break times and at the start and end of 

the day.  
 

All resources and areas will be isolated so that a limited number of people use them. They 

will be cleaned at the end of each session and throughout the day as frequently as 

possible. In Key Stage 1 and 2, each child will have their own table and own individual set 

of resources. 
 

A programme of regular hand hygiene will be organised, communicated and shared. 

Required resources will be in place.  
 



 

 

Additional staff, not working with children, will be drafted in at different times of the day to 

support with the management of our provision. 

 

Some members of staff will continue to work from home where this is appropriate. 

 

Job share staff will be teamed up with their existing “partner” and as a team will work 

within one “bubble” of children.  

 

Some groups of children will be working with staff who do not normally work in that class.  
 

 

All children (including vulnerable children) will leave school at 1pm each Friday. The 

children of Key Workers and those in the afternoon Nursery will be able to stay in school 

until 3.30. 

 

Breakfast and After School Club will be cancelled as children cannot be part of more 

than one “bubble” of children and staff.  
 

I will be sending you a link to an online survey, to be completed by noon on Monday 25th May. 

I want you to have time to fully consider the information I have provided. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Ashley 

Headteacher 
 

 

 


