Learning in the Early Years at Greenslade

At Greenslade we believe play underpins all
development and learning for young children. It is
through play that children develop intellectually,
creatively, physically, socially and emotionally.

The early years team aim to provide an environment which is
welcoming, safe and stimulating where children enjoy themselves,
grow in confidence and fulfil their potential.

In the early years we believe we can most effectively meet children’s
needs if we work in partnership with parents and carers. Parents
play a valuable role in contributing to our observations and
assessment of their child through celebrating achievements and
developing a shared understanding of the ages and phases children
are working in and towards. This shared understanding supports
planning, assessment and joint target setting. Through this
partnership we can provide children with the highest quality
education and care.

Within the early years we follow the
principles of the Early Year

Foundation Stage Framework (2012).
The framework is divided into two

areas of learning, Prime and Specific.
Prime areas of learning, which are
fundamental and develop quickly in
response to relationships and experiences
and therefore support all other areas. These
include Communication and Language,
Physical Development and Personal,
social and emotional development.
Specific Areas of learning include essential
skills and knowledge. They develop from
the prime areas and provide important




context for learning. They include Literacy, Mathematics,
Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. The
curriculum is planned to promote progress in all areas of learning as
prime and specific areas of learning are all interconnected.

At Greenslade the Nursery Staff plan
educational programmes and experiences

that build on children’s interests and their
spontaneous play as much as possible. We
use our observations of the children to help
us understand the child’s current stage of
development and ensure that activities are
well matched to the children’s needs and

address the next steps in their learning. é

We provide a range of learning opportunities to enable the child to
access a variety of experiences. All areas of learning are delivered
through planned, purposeful play with both child initiated and adult
led activities. As children travel on their learning journey through the
early years the balance between child initiated and adult led activities
will vary depending on the child’s changing learning needs.

We recognise and support the individual difference in children and
develop their self-confidence by building on what they can do.
Children are encouraged to become decision makers and problem
solvers who can play, learn and carry out their chosen activities and
later reflect on their play and learning. Our staff extend children’s
thinking and learning through appropriate positive interaction and
questioning, enabling children to move forward and extend their
learning.

At Greenslade we place communication at the heart of the Early
Years. Communication and language skills are vital for all learning.
Staff are trained to develop oracy through small group activities such
as ECAT, drama, role-play, puppets and talk for learning. Skilful
interactions of practioners are crucial to support children’s learning. The
quality of interaction can steer and sensitively support children’s



explorations. Staff join in play and child initiated activity following
children’s learning. We scaffold children’s learning through talk,
discussing strategies and ideas, suggesting possibilities and modeling
approaches.

The Early Years setting is carefully
set out with resources that are
easily accessible to create an

environment that allows children
to access equipment encouraging
children to become independent

learners.

We recognise that every child is unique and starts at different stages of
development. Their individual needs are assessed and staff plan
appropriately to meet those needs, providing suitable resources and
activities which allow for progression.

Respect, care and concern for each other,
for their environment and all living
things is built into every aspect of the
early years day. Children need to feel
cared for and valued to blossom and feel
confident to have a go independently.
With encouragement children to develop
persistence and are then able to take
risks and engage in new experience.
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Children leave the Foundation Stage at Greenslade being able to
actively engage in their learning though exploration and play, by
being creative and think critically.



