English at Greenslade Primary School

Intent

At Greenslade Primary School, we provide an English curriculum which aims to instil in our
children a lifelong love of reading and writing and which equips them with the
communication skills they will need in order to be successful, valuable and socially
responsible citizens. We strive to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary
heritage and a habit of reading widely and often. Reading is at the heart of the curriculum
with class texts chosen to ensure children experience a variety of texts, broaden their
vocabulary and understanding of grammar and experience reading as a pleasurable
experience which underpins all their learning across the curriculum.

Implementation

Our English curriculum is implemented through the use of rich texts which have often been
chosen to also provide links to the wider curriculum. These texts provide a springboard to
inspire children to read and write. Our English curriculum aims to provide purposeful
opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. We want our pupils to be proficient
readers, writers, spellers and speakers. Our English lessons develop pupils’ spoken language,
reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary. We teach them how to write within different
genres and which structural and language features to include to be successful. Example
texts are used to start the writing process so that children can base their own writing on
good models. Lessons focus on the teaching of specific spelling, grammar and punctuation
skills so that children can apply these skills to their extended writing and writing across the
curriculum.

Reading:

In addition to daily English lessons, our children develop their early reading skills through the
use of the daily phonics programme - Little Wandle Letters and Sounds. They begin the
programme in Nursery (foundations of phonics) and finish in Year 2 once they are reading
fluently. Phonics sessions take place daily in Reception and Key Stage One. As well as daily
phonics sessions, children read a decodable text with a trained adult 3 times a week,
focusing on the skills of decoding, prosody and comprehension. Children then take the
book home to read to an adult. In addition, they also choose from a variety of quality
books in the classroom to take home to share with an adult.

Children in Key Stage Two take part in whole class guided reading sessions four times a
week, leaving an additional session every week for reading for pleasure time. Our guided
reading sessions cover a variety of both fiction, non-fiction texts and poetry and focus on
developing knowledge of text types, grammar and vocabulary, fluency and the skills of
retrieval, inference, prediction, summarising and explaining. During Reading for Pleasure
time, children have the opportunity to browse books in the classroom, read independently,
discuss books with their teacher and may also visit the local library.



Each classroom has a book area with a wide selection of books on offer. Teachers aloud
on a regular basis during class story fime.

Writing, including grammair, spelling and handwriting:

Much of the writing we do at Greenslade is inspired by high-quality texts and the wider
curriculum. Children are taught to write for different purposes and audiences, through
explicit teacher modelling. Time is spent exploring how authors craft texts and the intfended
effect and impact on the reader. Children explore language choice, sentence structure
and formality and are given opportunities to practise crafting their own writing in a similar
style. Grammar is taught within our units of work, and within the context of the text they are
studying. We recognise that fluent writers need to effectively orchestrate a number of skills,
including spelling and handwriting. To aid fluency, we ensure that spelling and handwriting
is taught explicitly. In Reception and Key stage One, children practise spelling as part of
their phonics lessons. In Year Two, children follow the Little Wandle spelling units and from
Year Three onwards, children follow the ‘No Nonsense’ spelling scheme.

Letter formation is taught in Reception and Year One using the Little Wandle formation
phrases. Children begin to learn cursive writing from Year Two onwards.

We are aware of the importance of purposeful talk at every stage of learning to read and
write. Children are encouraged to participate in discussions, to rehearse out loud what it is
they want to write, to explore their ideas through drama and to perform texts out loud.

Intended Impact

Children will leave Greenslade Primary School as happy, confident learners who have
developed a love of reading and writing and with the key skills and knowledge they will
need for the next stage of their learning. They will have high aspirations and are confident
communicators.

We want our children to:

Enjoy reading and writing across a range of genres.

Enjoy reading regularly, for information and for enjoyment.

Discuss books with excitement and interest.

Enjoy writing and use the features of different genres and styles.
Have a wide vocabulary that they use within their writing.

Be able to apply spelling rules and patterns they have been taught.
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We aim for the percentage of pupils working at the expected standard and at Greater
Depth to be at least in line with national averages.

We will monitor the impact of our English curriculum through:

v Ongoing teacher assessment for learning.

Feedback and marking policy.

Summative assessments.

Pupil progress meetings.

Pupil voice.

Book looks.

Parental feedback.

Outcomes from statutory tests, compared with national and local authority
averages.
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